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Where Are We and How Did We Get Here?



N H H o u s i n g . o r g

 Our mission is to promote, finance & support affordable 
housing in  NH
 We were  estab lished  in  1981 by sta te  legisla tu re  as a  se lf-

susta in ing pub lic corpora tion ; not a  sta te  agency—we rece ive  
no opera ting funds from  the  sta te
 Governed  by a  9-m em ber Board  of Directors appoin ted  by 

Governor and  Council
 We opera te  a  varie ty of p rogram s tha t se rve  the  housing 

needs of the  sta te’s re siden ts

WHO WE ARE, WHAT WE DO
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• 2023 New Hampshire 
Statewide Housing Needs 
Assessment

• 2022 Residential Rental Cost 
Survey

• Housing Market Snapshot 
(March 2023)

WE HAVE DATA!

https://www.nhhfa.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/2023-NH-Statewide-Housing-Needs-Assessment.pdf
https://www.nhhfa.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/2023-NH-Statewide-Housing-Needs-Assessment.pdf
https://www.nhhfa.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/2023-NH-Statewide-Housing-Needs-Assessment.pdf
https://www.nhhfa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/NHHousing-2022-Rental-Cost-Report.pdf
https://www.nhhfa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/NHHousing-2022-Rental-Cost-Report.pdf
https://www.nhhfa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/HMS-March-2023.pdf
https://www.nhhfa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/HMS-March-2023.pdf
https://www.nhhfa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/NHHousing-2022-Rental-Cost-Report.pdf
https://www.nhhfa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/HMS-March-2023.pdf
https://www.nhhfa.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/2023-NH-Statewide-Housing-Needs-Assessment.pdf


N H H o u s i n g . o r g

MONTHS OF SUPPLY OF INVENTORY
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MEDIAN SALES PRICE

December 
2020

December 
2022

$340K

$430K

26%



N H H o u s i n g . o r g

IMPACT OF INTEREST RATES
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RENTAL VACANCY RATES, 2013 - 2022
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MEDIAN MONTHLY GROSS RENTS, 2013-2022
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BUILDING PERMITS ISSUED
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HOW DID WE GET HERE? 

 Economic conditions & influences 
• Supply, dem and, insufficien t inventory
• Construction  costs, labor shortages

 Mismatch of housing stock for a changing demographic & economy
• Dem and for sim ila r types of housing
• Pre fe rences, econom ic rea litie s, dem ographics

 The role of land use regulations
 Local resistance to housing development
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THE 5 “L”S: BARRIERS TO HOUSING

LUMBER
Development costs

LABOR
Workforce 
availability

LAND
Finite, but intensity 
of use is variable

LOANS
Financing 

LAWS
Regulatory practices
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THE ROLE OF LAND USE REGS? 

 Increm enta l change
 Our zoning doesn’t m atch  what we  have  and  love
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MYTHS, MISPERCEPTIONS, & FEAR

 Misunderstandings of “workforce” and  “affordable” housing
 Who lives the re?
 What do these  housing types look like?
 What will the  im pact be  on  the  com m unity?

 Im pact on  school enrollm ent, p rope rty taxes
 Im pact on  prope rty va lues
 “Rura l characte r”, conse rva tion , and  m ore
 Infrastructure
 Worst case  scenario  p lanning
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• New series
• From the documentary maker 

behind Communities & 
Consequences

• Addressing the myths in easily -
deployed, short episodes

• http://housingfactorfiction.org/

HOUSING FACT OR FICTION
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http://housingfactorfiction.org/
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THERE ARE MANY WAYS 
TO CREATE HOUSING.
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STRONG TOWNS’ PREMISE

No ne ighborhood  should  be  exem pted  
from  change . 

No ne ighborhood  should  experience  
rad ica l change .
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HOW DO WE TALK ABOUT HOUSING?
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 Nine  step  gu ide  to  he lp  facilita te  com m unity 
conversa tions about housing

 Housing advoca tes, coa lition  leade rs, e lected  officia ls, 
land  use  boards, housing com m ittee  m em bers, 
m unicipa l sta ff, o the r com m unity m em bers

 Com m unity-led , bottom -up approach  to  engagem ent 
and  advocacy for anyone  who wishes to  bring the ir 
com m unity toge the r to  ta lk about housing in  the  
presen t and  fu ture .

 Availab le  a t www.NHHousing.org/publica tions

https://www.nhhfa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/NHH-How-Do-We-Talk-About-Housing.pdf
http://www.nhhousing.org/publications


Q&A
SARAH WRIGHTSMAN

Community Engagement Coordinator

603-310-9345

NHHousing .org

swrightsman@nhhfa.org
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